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Engaging Student Curiosity

e You are about to look at a picture.

e Concentrate hard because you will only have 1
second to look.

* Get ready to share anything that you saw with the
rest of the class.

* You will be amazed how much you can see In just
1 second!

 Ready?
 Really ready?

AThe National Archives



B s

- Cﬂ‘l‘ Gm;




What Did You See?
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What Did You Miss?
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What Questions Do You Want To Ask?

. AThe National Archives
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Students, Sources &
Six Degrees of Separation
- Working with archives in the classroom

Andrew Payne
- The National Archives of the United Kingdom

L] .
-



| ‘ﬁ?ﬂ]\‘ i

-:'.'-"{ -4...? 9 =
: t - U aThe Hational

j =
LI

‘A The National Archives




Kids don't
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In my opinion | don’t see how sources
are testing students on there nollage on
the histroy they have been studding as,
if you don’t get the message of the
source then you arnt going to be able to
answer the question correctly.

So in future i think personally it would be
better to be examoned in a different way

even if I did know all there was to know
on the subject then | still wouldn’t get a
good grade as | didn’t get the souce.

It would be simpler to just ask questions
and answer them in full, just being
tested like that. As history is hard
enough without having sources as
well, as you have a lot to learn in such
short time. Please take what | have
wrote in consideration. Many thanks
Yours ...
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1 quadrillion bytes —1 Petabzte of storage
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Interwar 1918 - 1939 @- FI

Empire and industry 1750 -

1850
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Second World War 1939 -
1945
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Postwar 1945 - present
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Memory is the residue of thought

“Your memory iIs not the
product of what you want
to remember or what you
try to remember; it’s the
product of what you think
about”

Daniel T. Willingham
Why Don’t Students Like School

Jossey-Bass 2009

r

DANIEL T. \]

WILLINGHAM

WHY DoON'T
STUDENTS

SCHOOL?

T 4

A COGNITIVE SCIENTIST
ANSWERS QUESTIONS ABOUT HOW
THE MIND WORKS AND WHAT IT
MEANS FOR THE CLASSROOM

18
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History Is a verb
not a noun!




AThe National Archives



Archives fori

it

|

| 3

| F

I ‘
e S8 W 2

y |.'-
S .
’
f
: £ - —
_____ o
f"'
L
¥ . .
e
T

/5N Y

TP
!M Ay

.
=¥

%
ROOK
DOWE2qIA
/

)y

‘AThe National Archives




Challenge preconceptions about the past

classroom with preconceptions
about how the world works. If
their initial understanding is not
engaged, they may fail to grasp
the new concepts and
iInformation...”

“Students come to the Hl]W SLUdEﬂtS Lﬂﬂ[’ﬂ
o

b

g HISTORY

IN THE

-.J CLASSROOM

Suzanne Donovan & John Brandsford
How Students Learn p.1
National Academies Press 2005

22 AThe National Archives
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Six Degrees of Separatlon
* Working with primary sources to
Investigate the Slave Trade
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How do students
think we know about
slavery?




The Interesting Narrative
Olaudah Equiano, 1789

The Interesting Narrative
and Other Writings

Scriptural and Statistical
Views in Favor of Slavery
Thornton Stringfellow, 1856

SCRIPTURAL

STATISTICAL VIEWS

FAVOR OF SLAVERY,

THORKTON STRINGFELLOW, D, D.

Founh edition, with addiions.

J. W. RANDOLPH:
121 MAIN BTREET, RICUMOND, VA.

25
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Archives reveal the
processes of Slavery
and the Slave Trade...




Archival collections reveal the processes of the
Slave Trade and Slavery...

ADM = Admiralty = Seaborne process

CUST = Customs = Trading process

CO = Colonial Office = Governing of overseas territory
E = Exchequer = Financial process

FO = Foreign Office = International relations

T = Treasury = Taxation and government finance
MPG = Maps & plans = Geographical process

ZPER = News & publications = Part of everyday life & society

AThe National Archives



Archival collections reveal the processes of the
Slave Trade and Slavery...

ADM = Admiralty = Seaborne process

CUST = Customs = Trading process

CO = Colonial Office = Governing of overseas territory

E = Exchequer = Financial process

FO = Foreign Office = International relations

T = Treasury = Taxation and government finance

MPG = Maps & plans = Geographical process

ZPER = News & publications = Part of everyday life & society
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...but they also reveal
the personal reality
and Inhumanity
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Fort James, Ghana by Jean Barbot 1688

34 TNA Cat Ref: ADM 7/830A _“A\ The National Archives




Tryon Palace, Newbern NC by John Hawks 1767
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Kevin Bacon — Six Degrees of Separation

36  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Six Degrees of Kevin Bacon AThe National Archives



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Six_Degrees_of_Kevin_Bacon

The Six Degrees of Separation from Fort James

to Tryon Palace
ol | e
Document Docusment
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Step 1: Select Your Documents

Working collaboratively...
* Look at the “document catalogue”

e Discuss what each document may contain using
the descriptions as a guide

 Choose at least 5 and upto 8 documents to order

* Place your document order by bringing the relevant
strip to the ordering desk

AThe National Archives



Step 2: Study your document

On a Post-It note summarise...
e Who produced it? When? Why? For Whom?
 What does it tell you?

Think about the following...

 Where might it fit in the degrees of separation
narrative?

 What other documents would you need for the
narrative?

AThe National Archives



Step 3: Find a friend...

Share your expertise...
» Ask them about their document
e Tell them about your document

Discuss the following...
e Do the documents relate directly or indirectly?

 Where might they fit in the degrees of separation
narrative?

 What other documents would you need for the
narrative?

AThe National Archives



Step 4: Find some more friends...

Share your expertise...
o Ask them about their documents
e Tell them about your documents

Discuss the following...

 How could the documents best fit together in the
degrees of separation narrative?

 How might the narrative change as you change the
order of the documents?

AThe National Archives



Step 5: Six Degrees of Separation Narrative

Working collaboratively...

o Select your final 5 documents and lay them out in
an agreed order

» Discuss how best to explain each degree of
separation which links a document to the next one

* Write a short paragraph to explain each degrees of
separation on a Post-It note and use it to link the
documents together

 Review you six degrees of separation and consider
how you could improve it

« “Publish” you historical narrative

AThe National Archives



Step 6: Appraise each group’s narrative

Compare

ow Is their narrative similar or different to yours?
ave they used similar or different documents?
ow are the degrees of separation similar or

different?
Do you find their narrative convincing?
Explain why or why not?

AThe National Archives



Sources are the foundation of historical narrative...

45 AThe National Archives



...If you take the sources away...

.

~5AThe National Archives



...the narrative collapses!

47
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Writing the Historical Narrative from Fort James

to Tryon Palace
ol | e
Document Docusment

e g — e )

James

48 A The National Archives



Evaluating the Historical Evidence from Fort James

to Tryon Palace
ol | e
Document Docusment

e g — e )

James

AThe National Archives
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Creating an Interpretation from Fort James to
Tryon Palace

50
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The problem with ‘sources’...

... history Is
hard enough
without having
sources as
well...

AThe National Archives



The legacy of not working with archives...

~;AThe National Archives AW Scarch our website..

Home > About > Our research & academic collaboration = Events and training > Postgraduate archival skills training

Postgraduate archival skills training

The ability to use archives and original documents is a key aspect of academic
research across a number of disciplines, but can seem like a daunting and
time-consuming task.

We have developed a programme of postgraduate archival skills training
(PAST) to help you get started in the archives and gain the skills and
knowledge needed to take your research further.

All sessions are delivered by our records specialists on site in Kew and are
based on working with original documents from our collections.

Email us for more information. L % A N - ."3_-,-' A
Introduction to archival research days & Skills and methodology workshops
How to get started in the archives, find original documents for your The essential skills needed to use the archives and records in their field.
research, and make the most of your time on site. Aimed at third year Aimed at taught postgraduate and PhD students, although other
undergraduate and postgraduate students. researchers are welcome to attend.
55 http://wwvy.natlonalarchlves.gqv.uk/about/our-resear.ch-anq-acad.em|c- A The National Archives
collaboration/events-and-training/postgraduate-archival-skills-training/
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Presentation & Resources...
http://bit.ly/2gptnvy

Find out more...
www.nhationalarchives.gov.uk/education

Contact...
education@nationalarchives.gov.uk

@The History Man
@UKNatArchives
@UKNatArcEdu
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