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Archives have the power to make us think



“Your memory is not the 
product of what you want 
to remember or what you 
try to remember; it’s the 
product of what you think 
about”

Daniel T. Willingham 
Why Don’t Students Like School

Jossey-Bass 2009

Memory is the residue of thought



History is a verb 
not a noun!



ἱστορ-ίαHistoryEnquiry



Enquiry questions drive the activity…

How did Henry VIII get up in the morning?



Developing the Enquiry Question 
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The historian takes... a group of 
sources... Allowing the content to 
determine the nature of the enquiry.
(or) ...A specific historical question is 
formulated ...and the relevant primary 
sources are studied…”

“It is vital, therefore, that the 
relationship between the historian and 
[their] sources is one of give and take.”

John Tosh
The Pursuit of History p.84 & p.122

Harlow: Pearson Education Ltd 2010











What Makes a Good Enquiry Question?

• Capture the interest and imagination of your pupils

• Place an aspect of historical thinking, concept or 
process at the forefront of the pupils’ minds

• Result in a tangible, lively, substantial, enjoyable 
‘outcome activity’ through which pupils can 
genuinely answer the enquiry question
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Michael Riley 
‘Into the key stage 3 history garden: choosing 

and planting your enquiry questions’ 
Teaching History, 2000



Developing the Activity
1. Select documents for their potential to support an enquiry

2. Use documents for investigation not illustration

3. Formulate an overarching enquiry question

4. Sources are used constructively to answer the enquiry question

5. Students investigate to select evidence to support judgements not 
just to find information from sources

6. Primary source First
Secondary contextual information – Second

7. Originals and scanned copies before transcripts (usually)

8. Full sources or lengthy extracts

9. Structure & scaffolding for the enquiry process
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Engage Prior Understanding
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“Students come to the classroom 
with preconceptions about how 
the world works. If their initial 
understanding is not engaged, 
they may fail to grasp the new 
concepts and information…”

Suzanne Donovan & John Brandsford
How Students Learn p.1

National Academies Press 2005



History is about 
understanding and 
not just knowing!



The Power of Documents
▪ As source of information

▪ As identifier for knowledge

▪ As insight into opinion or motive

▪ As evidence to substiate an interpretation

▪ As means of stimulating curiosity

▪ As illustration or example

▪ As confounder of preconceptions

▪ As context to a period

▪ As artifact

▪ As a means to promote enquiry





Locked Down But Not Locked Out…

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/locked-down-but-not-locked-out/

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/locked-down-but-not-locked-out/


Online Workshops



www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/time-travel-tv/

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/time-travel-tv/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/time-travel-tv/
























Find out more…

education@nationalarchives.gov.uk

@The_History_Man

@UKNatArchives

@UKNatArcEdu

@UKNatArcSector

Contact…
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education

Presentation & Resources…
http://bit.ly/2gptnvy
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